Case 1:12-cv-05079-PKC Document 1

Filed 06/28/12 Page 1 of 30

12 CV 5079
Andrew S. Langsam
PRYOR CASHMAN LLP
7 Times Square, 38th Floor
New York, New York 10036
(212) 326-0180
alangsam@pryorcashman.com
Attorneys for Cardshark, LLC

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
CARDSHARK, LLC
Plaintiff,

Civil Action No.:

V.

CASE-MATE, INC.,
Defendant.

PLAINTIFF'S COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT
Plaintiff Cardshark, LLC ("Plaintiff') by its attorneys, Pryor Cashman LLP, as and for its
complaint against defendant Case-Mate, Inc. ("Defendant") respectfully alleges as follows:
THE PARTIES
1.

Plaintiff, Cardshark, LLC, is a limited liability company duly organized and

existing under the laws of the State of New York.
2.

On information and belief, Defendant Case-Mate, Inc. is a Georgia corporation

with its principal place of business located at 2048 Weems Road in Tucker, Georgia.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
3.

This is an action for patent infringement arising under the patent laws of the

United States, 35 U.S.C. §§ 101, et seq. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of
this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1338(a).
1
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On information and belief Defendant has engaged in intentional, continuous, and

systematic contacts within the State of New York, and specifically within the Southern District
of New York. Defendant, alone or in conjunction with authorized dealers, has introduced into the
stream of commerce infringing products with the knowledge at all relevant times that some of
those infringing products would be sold to and used by consumers in the State of New York and
the Southern District of New York. Products that infringe Plaintiffs U.S. patent are being
offered for sale, sold, and are being used within the Southern District of New York, and
Plaintiff's cause of action arises at least in part from infringing activities committed by
Defendant that occur in this District. Venue for this civil action for patent infringement is within
this judicial district under 28 U.S.C. §1400(b). Defendant is a resident of the Southern District
of New York under 28 U.S.C. §1391(c)(2) and (d), and venue is thus proper in this District
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(a)(1).
5.

Defendant is subject to this Court's specific and general personal jurisdiction

pursuant to the New York Long Arm Statute, and consistent with the requirements of due
process, due to its infringements alleged herein, it regularly doing or soliciting business, or
engaging in any other persistent course of conduct, or deriving substantial revenue from goods
used or consumed by individuals and entities in this State and in this District. In particular,
within this judicial district, Defendant sells and offers to sell the infringing products and
transacts other business within this judicial district.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 8,047,364
6.

Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges each and every allegation in paragraphs 1 through

5 as if fully set forth herein.
2
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Plaintiff, Cardshark, LLC, is the owner of all right, title, and interest in United

States Patent No. 8,047,364 entitled "Protective Covering for Personal Electronic Device" ("the
'364 Patent). The '364 Patent is a utility patent that was duly and properly issued by the United
States Patent and Trademark Office ("PTO") on November I, 2011. A copy of the '364 Patent is
attached hereto as Exhibit A, and incorporated by reference.
8.

The '364 Patent was issued to sole inventor Kip Longinotti-Buitoni ("Ms.

Longinotti-Buitoni") on November 1, 2011.
9.

The '364 Patent is based upon and claims priority to a US non-provisional patent

application filed on November 14, 2008.
10.

The '364 Patent was assigned by Ms. Longinotti-Buitoni to Cardshark, LLC, on

November 21, 2011, via an assignment recorded in the U.S. Patent Office at Reel/Frame number
027270/0541.
11.

The '364 Patent is in full force and effect and no maintenance fees are currently

12.

Plaintiff intends to actively market and sell, within the Southern District of New

due.

York and throughout the United States, products covered by the '364 Patent, in direct
competition with the accused products made and sold by Defendant. Defendant's accused
products are the same products in all material respects, and fall within the scope of one or more
claims of the '364 Patent.
13.

Defendant has been and now is directly infringing the '364 Patent in this judicial

district and elsewhere in the United States. Infringement by Defendant includes, without
limitation, making, using, offering for sale, and/or selling within the United States, and/or
importing into the United States, without license or authority from Plaintiff, protective covers for

3
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personal electronic devices that infringe one or more claims of the '364 Patent. Defendant's
products, accused as infringements, include but are not limited to those sold by Defendant under
the brands: ID Credit Card Case for the iPhone 4 and 4s and Pop!-ID case for the iPhone 4 and
4s, as well as for use with the Blackberry Curve ("accused infringing cases"). A copy of
Defendant's webpage offering the accused infringing cases for sale in the U.S. is attached hereto
as Exhibits B. A copy of alternative webpages offering Defendant's accused infringing cases for
sale are attached hereto as Exhibits C and D.
14.

On information and belief, the aforementioned accused infringing cases are sold,

offered for sale, imported and delivered within the US as Defendant's product SKU's:
CM015573 (in various colors), CM018163 (in various colors), and CM010256 (in two colors).
Other new products may be introduced by Defendant which will also infringe on the '364 Patent,
as new products are frequently made and sold as new personal electronic devices and smart
phones are introduced by others for sale to U.S. consumers.
15.

On information and belief, the aforementioned accused infringing cases are

offered on Defendant's website, www.case-mate.com , at $35.00 and $40.00 for the ID Credit
Card Case and the Pop!-ID Case, respectively, and at $15.00 for the ID Credit Card Case for the
Blackberry Curve personal electronic device.
16.

Defendant's acts of infringement have already caused damage to Plaintiff, and

Plaintiff is entitled to recover from Defendant the damages (but no less than a reasonably
royalty) sustained by Plaintiff as a result of its wrongful acts in an amount subject to proof at
trial. Defendant's infringement of Plaintiff's exclusive rights under the '364 Patent will continue
to damage Plaintiff, causing irreparable harm for which there is no adequate remedy at law,
unless enjoined by this Court.

4
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Plaintiff has notified Defendant of its infringement of the '364 Patent. Defendant

has had communications and contact with Plaintiff on this issue and Defendant is fully aware of
Plaintiffs patent - - the '364 Patent. Defendant has infringed in the past and continues to
infringe the '364 Patent with full and complete knowledge of the patent and its applicability to
Defendant's products without authority or a license under the '364 Patent and without a good
faith belief that the '364 Patent is invalid or not infringed. Defendant's infringement of the '364
Patent is willful and deliberate entitling Plaintiff to increased damages under 35 U.S.C. § 284
and to attorney's fees and costs incurred in prosecuting this action under 35 U.S.C. § 285.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment as follows:
(a)

a judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Defendant has directly infringed the
'364 Patent;

(b)

a judgment and order requiring Defendant to pay Plaintiff its damages (but
no less than a reasonable royalty), costs, expenses, prejudgment and postjudgment interest for Defendant's infringement of the '364 Patent, all as
provided under 35 U.S.C. § 284;

(c)

permanently enjoining Defendant and its officers, agents, employees, and
those acting in privity with it, from further infringement, including direct,
contributory infringement and/or inducing infringement, of U.S. Patent No
8,047,364;

(d)

an award of attorney's fees pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285 or as otherwise
permitted by law;

5
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trebling of damages as a consequence of Defendant's willful and

deliberate infringement; and
(0

any and all other relief to which the Court may deem Plaintiff entitled.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
Plaintiff, under Rule 38 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, requests a trial by jury of
any issues so triable by right.

Dated: New York, New York
June 25, 2012

....t/

PRYOR CAS AN L L
By:
An rew S. Langsam
7 Times Square, 38 th Floor
New York, New York 10036
Telephone: (212) 326-0180

Attorneys for Cardshark, LLC
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ABSTRACT

A personal electronic device protective wallet covering. A
main housing is dimensioned to fit securely and snugly
around a personal electronic device. The main housing
includes a window disposed on a front side of the housing
allowing usable access to a front surface of a device disposed
in the housing. A rear protective face at least partially covers
a rear surface of the device disposed inside. A preferably
externally accessible pocket is formed coextensively with the
rear protective face, adapted to allow insertion and removal of
cards or paper currency into and out of the pocket in the
manner of a wallet. The window may be an absence of housing material, allowing direct user contact with the front of the
device, or it may thin and transparent, allowing functional
contact therethrough. The pocket may be formed between the
housing and the device or between the housing and an additional layer.
8 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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PROTECTIVE COVERING FOR PERSONAL
ELECTRONIC DEVICE

RELATED APPLICATIONS
This is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/619,629 filed Nov. 16, 2009 and entitled "Protective Covering for Personal Electronic Device", which claims domestic
priority from U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/114,
689, entitled "Protective Covering for Electronic Device" and
filed Nov. 14, 2008, the entirety of which is hereby incorporated by reference herein.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention
The invention relates to protective coverings for personal
digital/data assistants (PDAs), cellular telephones, and similar portable and/or hand-held electronic devices. More specifically, the invention relates to protective coverings for
PDAs that are capable of also carrying other items as well as
the PDA.
2. Description of Related Art
In many countries, the majority of the population carries at
least one hand-held or otherwise portable electronic device,
such as a cell phone, a PDA (e.g., a Blackberry®, made by
Research in Motion, Ltd., of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, and/
or an iPhone®, made by Apple, Inc., of Cupertino, Calif.), or
similar device which carries both their personal and business
data (hereinafter collectively and generically "PDAs" or "personal electronic devices"). There has been a trend towards
combining several functions of different types within the
same device so as to minimize pocket or purse clutter and to
make the products more integrated, useful and convenient.
There has also been a trend to shrink the size of PDAs to make
them as portable as possible, preferably pocket-sized (meaning, able to fit within the average person's pants pocket comfortably).
However, if one is out and about with one's cell phone or
PDA, one still must carry a wallet for one's cash, credit cards,
train passes, identification cards or badges, and the like. The
greater the number of such items a person carries around, the
greater the likelihood that she will either forget one or more of
the items at home, and the greater the likelihood that she will
misplace one in a restaurant, bar, office, etc. Even were one
not to lose or misplace anything, fumbling around looking for
a wallet while holding a PDA or vice versa wastes time, is
uncomfortable for the user, and reduces the "cool" factor of
having a cutting edge PDA. There is a long-felt need to
somehow make carrying a PDA even more convenient and
efficient.
A number of different types of protective coverings are
available for PDAs. For example, see: US Patent Application
No. 2007/0223183 to Oja; US Patent Application No. 2007/
0215663 to Chongson et al.; US Patent Application No. 2002/
0101411 to Chang; U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,892,880 to Nieves; 6,758,
335 to Kajiya; 6,483,697 to Jenks etal.; 6,445,577 to Madsen
et al.; 6,347,796 to Grossman etal.; 6,239,968 to Kim et al.;
5,348,347 to Shink; or 5,006,699 to Felkner et al.
These conventional coverings tend to fall into four general
categories: a soft covering or "skin" that hugs the contour of
the PDA, made from a resilient material such as silicone
rubber; hard shell cases made from plastic or metal; flip/foliostyle coverings that provide an openable and closeable front
cover over the PDA; and camera-case style bags that are
usually soft, pliable, cushioned, and significantly larger than
the PDA itself.

2
Each of these categories has its drawbacks. The first category, the "skin" covering, is quite popular, however it serves
only to cover the device; it cannot hold anything else.
The second category, hard clamshell-style cases, includes
5 the abovementioned Chang US patent application and the
abovementioned Kajiya, Madsen, Jenks, and Kim et al. US
patents. While these cases may protect the PDA inside, they
must be fully opened in order to use the PDA. Also, these
cases are not designed to hold anything but the PDA itself.
10
The third category is flip/folio-style cases; this category
includes the abovementioned Oja US patent application and
the abovementioned Nieves, Grossman, Shink, and Felloier
US patents. As with the clamshell cases, a cover flips open and
closed over the PDA, usually with a securing mechanism such
15 as a snap, a magnet, or hook and loop fasteners (e.g., Velcro0). In order to use the PDA, the cover must be opened,
thereby exposing the front of the device. This is inconvenient.
Additionally, the presence of a flip-openable cover adds such
a significant amount of bulk to the otherwise pocket-sized
20 PDA so as to render it less convenient to carry. As an example,
the Shink patent teaches a diaper-bag-like roll that has not one
fold-over flap of a cover but four fold-over panels. Also, the
majority of this style of case can only hold the PDA itself,
although some such as Felkner, Nieves, and Shink may have
25 an internal pocket. By providing a pocket internal to the case,
the case must be opened in order to access the pocket. This is
inconvenient, and risks injury to the PDA for the sake of
accessing the pocket.
Finally, the fourth category of camera-bag-style coverings
30 includes the abovementioned Chongson et al. US patent
application. This style likely offers the most protection (depending on the amount of cushioning provided), however it is
potentially the most dangerous and the least convenient. For
one, not only cannot the user use the PDA when the bag is
35 closed, the PDA must be wholly removed from the safety of
the bag in order to be used. Thus, in order to use the PDA, the
user must render the PDA complete susceptible to catastrophic damage (e.g., by dropping it). Moreover, the bagstyle covering is so large as to render the PDA no longer so
ao small to be convenient; for example, in Chongson, the bag is
so large, the user must wear the bag with the PDA inside. It is
no longer pocket-sized, and thus unacceptable for many
users; one may as well carry a backpack or a suitcase.
Thus, there is a long-felt need to provide a PDA cover that
45 protects the device, and makes the device more convenient
and efficient, while keeping true to the pocket-sized portable
and personal nature of a PDA.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
50

55

60

65

The invention is a protective covering for a personal electronic device such as the devices mentioned above. More
specifically, the invention is a personal electronic device protective wallet covering.
In one embodiment, the covering includes a main housing
having an inner housing configuration dimensioned to fit
securely around a personal electronic device having an outer
physical device configuration. The main housing includes a
primary window disposed on a front side of the housing
allowing usable access to a front surface of a personal electronic device disposed in the housing. The main housing also
includes a rear protective face at least partially covering a rear
surface of the personal electronic device disposed in the housing. In the preferred embodiment, at least a first portion of the
rear protective face is disposed a distance away from the rear
surface of the personal electronic device in the housing so as
to form a pocket between the rear protective face of the
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housing and the rear surface of the personal electronic device
disposed therein. At least one pocket access slot is formed in
the main housing, preferably in the rear protective face, and in
communication with the pocket; the slot allows access to the
pocket, i.e., insertion and removal of cards or paper currency 5
or the like into and out of the pocket in the manner of a wallet.
In this embodiment, preferably, the rear protective face
further includes a second portion disposed substantially in
contact with, and not a distance away from, the rear surface of
the personal electronic device in the housing. Preferably, the 10
pocket-forming first portion is substantially centrally located
on the rear protective face and the second portion at least
partially surrounds the first portion so as to define an inner
shoulder around the pocket.
The main housing may be pliable and elastic in the manner 15
of a conventional PDA "skin" made from silicone or the like.
Alternatively, it may be made from a substantially rigid,
inelastic, but at least slightly resilient material and be more in
the form of a hard shell.
The primary window on the housing may be formed from 20
an absence of housing material on a front face of the main
housing, thereby allowing direct user access to the front surface of the personal electronic device in the housing. Alternatively, the primary window may be made from a transparent
material through which a user can access (e.g., by pressure or 25
body heat) the front surface of the personal electronic device
in the housing.
The rear protective face may include at least one secondary
window. Depending on its dimensions, the secondary window can serve to reveal the contents of the pocket (e.g., an 30
identification card) without allowing the contents to fall out,
or it may serve to reveal simply that there are contents in the
pocket without revealing too many details about the contents.
Optionally, the secondary window may be primarily decorative.
35
A stiff panel may be provided secured to an inner surface of
the first portion of the rear protective face. The panel preferably has a smooth surface facing the rear surface of the
personal electronic device to facilitate removal of the contents
from the pocket. Additionally or in the alternative, the pocket- ao
access slot may further include a finger cut-out portion
adapted to expose a portion of the contents disposed in the
pocket and facilitate a user grasping and removing the contents from the pocket.
More generally, the invention is a personal electronic 45
device protective wallet covering, with a main housing having
an inner housing configuration dimensioned to fit securely
around a personal electronic device having an outer physical
device configuration. The main housing includes a primary
window disposed on a front side of the housing allowing so
usable access to a front surface of a personal electronic device
disposed in the housing. The main housing also includes a
rear protective face at least partially covering a rear surface of
the personal electronic device disposed in the housing. A
pocket is formed coextensively with the rear protective face, 55
adapted to allow insertion and removal of cards or paper
currency into and out of the pocket in the manner of a wallet.
The pocket may include at least one second rear layer
secured to at least one of an outer surface or an inner surface
of the rear protective face on at least a majority of a perimeter 60
of the second rear layer but not the entire perimeter of the
second rear layer, thereby leaving an opening through which
cards or paper currency can be inserted into or removed from
the pocket. In the case where the second rear layer is secured
to the outer surface of the rear protective face, the second rear 65
layer may be substantially transparent to allow the contents of
the pocket to be visible from outside the pocket. Optionally, a

4
stiff panel is disposed within the pocket and secured to one of
the rear protective face or the second rear layer. The stiff panel
preferably has a smooth surface facing the other of the rear
protective face or the second rear layer so as to facilitate
removal of the contents from the pocket. In the case where the
second rear layer is disposed atop the rear protective surface
of the main housing and made transparent, the stiff panel
would be secured to the rear protective surface of the main
housing so as not to obscure the transparency of the second
rear layer.
In one embodiment, the rear protective includes at least a
first portion disposed a distance away from the rear surface of
the personal electronic device in the housing so as to form the
pocket between the rear protective face and the rear surface of
the personal electronic device. In this case, the rear protective
face preferably further comprises a second portion disposed
substantially in contact with, and not a distance away from,
the rear surface of the personal electronic device in the housing. The first portion is preferably substantially centrally
located on the rear protective face, and the second portion at
least partially surrounds the first portion so as to define an
inner shoulder around the pocket.
The rear protective face may include at least one secondary
window. Depending on its dimensions, the secondary window can serve to reveal the contents of the pocket (e.g., an
identification card) without allowing the contents to fall out,
or it may serve to reveal simply that there are contents in the
pocket without revealing too many details about the contents.
Optionally, the secondary window may be primarily decorative.
As above, the main housing may be pliable and elastic or
may be a hard shell made from a substantially rigid, inelastic,
but resilient material.
As above, the primary window may be an absence of material on a front face of the main housing allowing direct user
access to the front surface of the personal electronic device in
the housing. Alternatively, the primary window may be a
transparent material through which a user can access the front
surface of the personal electronic device in the housing.
The benefits of the invention are manifold. First, the invention protects the PDA from damage from being dropped or
spilled on or scratched while doubling as a small wallet/
billfold residing directly on the PDA atop/within the covering. The simplicity of the design keeps the overall profile of
the PDA slim and pocket-sized, while also allowing pertinent
cards and money to be in one place alongside one's PDA. The
invention also eliminates the need to carry both a PDA and a
separate wallet or billfold. Finally, by providing the primary
front window, the inventive wallet covering enables permanent and constant usage of the PDA inside the covering without removing the PDA from the housing (as in the camera
case-style previous attempts) or opening any portion of the
housing (as in the flip folio-style previous attempts). Thus, the
inventive wallet covering protects the PDA even during use
and not risking catastrophic damage by not requiring removal
of the protective housing from the PDA.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
FIG. 1A is a front perspective view of an electronic device
protective wallet covering in accordance with the invention.
FIG. 1B is a rear perspective view of the protective wallet
covering of FIG. 1A.
FIG. 1C is an alternate configuration of the protective
wallet covering of the invention.
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FIG. 2A is a front perspective view of another electronic
device protective wallet covering in accordance with the
invention.
FIG. 2B is a rear perspective view of the protective wallet
covering of FIG. 2A.
FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view of another alternate configuration of an electronic device protective wallet covering
in accordance with the invention.
FIGS. 4A-F are various elevation (FIGS. 4A, C, D, and F)
and sectional (FIGS. 4B and E) views of an electronic device
protective wallet covering in accordance with the invention.
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the covering of FIG. 4 in use
covering a PDA and retaining contents in its pocket.
FIGS. 6A-B are rear elevation views of secondary windows formed in an electronic device protective wallet covering similar to that of FIG. 4.
FIG. 7 is a side sectional view of an electronic device
protective wallet covering similar to that of FIG. 4 having an
open top.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
AND DRAWINGS
Description of the invention will now be given with reference to FIGS. 1-7. It should be understood that these figures
are exemplary in nature and in no way serve to limit the scope
of the invention, which is defined by the claims appearing
hereinbelow.
FIGS. 1-3 depict a wallet coverings 10 and 110 in accordance with the invention. The pliable covering or skin surrounds at least most of the electronic device, e.g., the back, the
sides, the top and bottom. Preferably, the covering leaves the
front of the device exposed, i.e., has a front window, so that it
may be used in a normal manner Optionally, the covering also
covers the front of the device, but the material of at least the
portion of the covering that covers the front of the device is
sufficiently thin and transparent so as to enable usage of the
device even with the covering over the front thereof. The
covering is usually made form a rubber-like thin material so
that it can be stretched over the PDA and held in place without
fasteners.
The covering includes a flat pocket formed on the backside
of the covering to enable the carriage of credit cards, business
cards, and cash. The pocket here is formed as an extra layer or
flap of the pliable material atop the backside of the covering.
The pocket is substantially secured to the main body of the
covering on at least a majority of the perimeter of the pocket
but not the entire perimeter of the pocket leaving an opening,
thereby enabling user access to the space between the extra
layer or panel, i.e., enabling the user to place items inside the
pocket through the opening. For example, if the pocket were
rectangular in shape, three of the four sides of the extra layer
or flap would be sealed or secured to the main body of the
covering.
The covering may also include a thin stiff support sheet or
panel disposed within the pocket to facilitate removal of the
pocket's contents and prevent the contents from sticking to
either the main body or the extra flap. Further, the support
sheet also serves to separate the main body from the extra flap
and prevent sticking therebetween, thereby ensuring easy
access into the pocket as well.
The inventive covering may be made from a pliable,
stretchable silicone rubber, or a polymer such as polyurethane
or the like. Using this material, the extra layer or panel is
preferably glued, heat-sealed, or secured in any other appropriate manner to the main body of the covering. Alternatively,
the covering may be made from a fabric, such as nylon, and
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provided with a rubberized or otherwise stretchable border
around the open front window. Using these materials, the
extra layer or panel may be glued, sewn, or secured in any
other appropriate manner to the main body of the covering.
5 The pocket may be formed on the outside of the covering.
This provides easy access to the contents of the pocket without requiring the removal of the covering from the PDA.
Optionally, either the extra panel or the stiff inner panel are
substantially opaque to conceal the contents ofthe pocket and
10
decrease the probability of the theft of the device or the
contents of the pocket. As another option, the extra panel may
be made from a substantially transparent material, so that an
identification card or the like may be functionally visible from
the outside without removing it from the pocket.
15
Alternatively, the pocket may be formed on the inside of
the covering. This is less convenient for access, however it has
the added benefit of being hidden; it is less likely an unauthorized person would find the contents of the pocket or even
20 know of the pocket's existence with an internal pocket.
Optionally, both inside and outside pockets may be provided
in the same covering.
With specific reference to the drawings, as shown in FIG.
1A, a typical PDA 2 includes a display screen 4 and buttons or
25 a keyboard 6. Of course, PDA 2 may have a touchscreen
instead of or in addition to actual buttons or keyboard 6; a
virtual keyboard can be provided on the touch screen. In any
event, inventive skin or covering 10 is disposed snugly around
PDA 2. On the front side, covering 10 preferably includes a
30 primary window 12 which allows the user to be able to access
keyboard/touchscreen 6 and see display 4. Window 12 may be
an opening (i.e., an absence of material); alternatively, window 12 may include a thin, light transmissible material 112
that will be sufficiently thin and transparent to allow a user to
35 use keyboard 6 and see display screen 4 even through section
112. (Some opening in main housing 11 will be required to
enable covering 10 to be secured around PDA 2.) In either
event, window 12 (with or without material 112) enables the
user to use the PDA even when covered by covering 10. Some
ao PDAs are provided with a small speaker or a camera; a hole or
series of small holes (not shown) may be formed in covering
10 to allow sound from the speaker to be heard clearly and in
an unmuffled fashion, or to allow the camera to function.
Covering 10 may also have holes 14 (see FIG. 1B) on one or
45 more sides, the top, the back, or bottom locations to allow the
user to access any buttons, camera lenses, or the like that may
be provided on PDA 2. Each different model or make of PDA
2 will preferably have a corresponding covering 10 that has
the appropriate overall shape as well as holes that correspond
so to the relevant buttons and features.
FIG. 1B depicts the rear side of covering 10. The rear side
of covering 10 is provided with pocket 20, formed from
second layer or panel 21 being sealed or secured to main
housing 11 of covering 10 at seams 22. Seams 22 may be heat
55 seals, adhesive seals, threaded seams, or any other type of
securing method. It is preferred, however, that the securing
method used to create seams 22 does not significantly add to
the thickness of covering 10, since it is preferred to minimize
the overall profile of a PDA encased in covering 10 and keep
to it pocket-sized, i.e., not noticeably larger than the PDA itself.
Regardless of the method employed, it is preferred that a
majority of the perimeter of panel 21 be secured to main
housing 11, but not the entirety of the perimeter. So, for
example, in the embodiment shown in FIG. 113 having a
65 rectangular panel 21, only three sides of panel 21 are secured
to main housing 11 at seams 22, thereby allowing access into
the interior of pocket 20 via the unsealed side 23. Panel 21
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may be of any shape, so long as at least a portion of its
the contents of pocket 120 from unintentionally falling out, a
perimeter is not secured to main housing 11 to allow access
fastener 126 may be provided to selectively close the free
therebetween.
unsealed edge 123 of panel 121. Fastener 126 may take the
One contemplated material for covering 10 is silicone rubform of a dot or strip of a hook and loop fastening system such
ber or a similar pliant, flexible, stretchable material. It is 5 as Velcro®, or it may be a reusable adhesive, or it may have a
preferred that panel 21 of pocket 20 be made from the same
longitudinal tongue and groove configuration similar to
material, but other materials can be used. One option is to
reclosable plastic food storage bags (e.g., of the type manumake panel 21 from an opaque material so that the contents of
factured by S.C. Johnson & Son, Inc. under the Ziploc®
pocket 20 are hidden; theft is thus deterred. As another option,
brand). Again, whatever fastening device serves as fastener
panel 21 is made from a substantially transparent material so io 126, it is preferred that it not add significantly to the overall
that an identification card, a train or bus pass, or the like can
thickness or profile of PDA 2 disposed inside covering 110.
be functionally visible while still inside pocket 20 and withAs above, covering 110 may be provided with an internal
out needing to be removed therefrom.
pocket (not shown) in addition to or in the alternative to
Optionally, a thin, relatively hard, smooth, and inflexible
external pocket 120.
sheet or panel 24 is provided inside pocket 20, secured to 15
Other modifications are contemplated. For example, in
either flap 21 or the rear surface of main housing 11. Panel 24
both FIGS. 1 and 2, the pockets are shown to be rectangular
is provided to prevent flap 21 from sticking to main body 11
with one of the long sides left free and unsecured to the main
and thus hampering access to pocket 20. So as to prevent
body of the covering. However, as shown in FIG. 3, a short
panel 24 from coming out of pocket 20, it is preferred that
side may be left free and unsecured as edge 23 or 123, leaving
panel 24 be adhered or otherwise secured to one of main 20 the other three sides to be attached to the main body via seams
housing 11 or flap 21.
22 or 122. Indeed, the shape of the pocket need not be rectBecause panel 24 is smooth (preferably much smoother
angular but may be any shape.
than the silicone rubber flap or main body), panel 24 provides
As another modification, the protective wallet covering
a slippery surface against which cards, currency, etc. may be
need not have a secondary layer or panel either atop or
easily inserted and removed. Yet despite the ease of inserting 25 beneath the rear protective surface of the main housing.
and removing items into and out of pocket 20, the high coefInstead, a pocket may be formed as a void volume or gap
ficient of friction provided by the other interior surface of
between the rear protective surface of the main housing and
pocket 20 (i.e., the exterior surface of main body 11), items
the rear surface of a PDA disposed inside the covering. A
placed inside the pocket will remain inside the pocket until a
wallet covering having this feature is shown in FIGS. 4-7.
person reaches inside the pocket to retrieve them. Panel 24 is 30 Here, as shown best in FIG. 4, cover 210 has a main
preferably made from an inexpensive hard plastic such as
housing 211 with a primary window 212 formed in front face
polypropylene, polystyrene, resin- or acrylic-based sub211A and a rear protective face 211B on the back. Side faces
stances, their bioplastic counterparts, and the like. Alterna211C (FIG. 4D) and top and bottom faces 211D (FIG. 4F) are
tively, a slippery yet flexible panel or sheet such as vinyl may
also preferably provided for maximum protection. One or
be used. In either event, it is preferred that panel 24 be as thin 35 more of the front, side, top, or bottom faces 211A,C, D may be
as possible so as to minimize the overall profile or thickness
eliminated as will be explained below. As above, a variety of
of a PDA secured inside covering 10. In addition, panel 24 can
functional apertures 250 are preferably provided in the main
be opaque so as to hide the contents of pocket 20 from outside
housing 211 so as to allow the user to access the various
view.
buttons, ports, and the like of the PDA disposed inside, or so
FIG. 1C shows an alternate configuration of the invention. ao as not to cover a camera, a speaker, etc.
Here, pocket 20A is formed on the interior surface of covering
As best illustrated in the sectional views of FIGS. 4B and
10; flap 21 is in dotted lines because it is hidden from view. In
4E, rear protective face 211B has two regions: a first region
all other respects, pocket 20A is substantially identical to
216 and a second region 214. The second region 214 is dimenpocket 20. Pocket 20 provides the user with easy access to the
sioned so as to abut against the rear surface of a PDA placed
contents of the pocket without having to remove covering 10 45 inside housing 211, however the first region 216 is disposed a
from PDA 2. Pocket 20A is not as convenient to use, however
small distance away from the second region 214 and thus a
pocket 2QA has the added feature of being hidden; thus, it is
small distance away from the rear surface of a PDA inside the
more difficult for a would-be thief to locate. It is also contemhousing (as depicted in FIG. 4B in dotted lines). This twoplated that a given covering 10 may be provided with both an
tiered structure of rear protective face 211B creates a shoulder
external pocket 20 and an internal pocket 20A. One might so 218 where the first and second regions 216 and 214 meet and
place small bills and less important cards in the external
creates a well 219 within first region 216 with respect to
pocket 20 while hiding larger bills and more important cards
second region 214. When a PDA is placed inside covering
in the internal pocket 20A.
210, well 219 forms pocket 220 between the rear surface of
FIGS. 2A-B show a slight modification for the inventive
the PDA and the inner surface 211B-2 of rear protective face
covering. Here, covering 110 includes a main housing 111 55 211B.
made from a fabric-like material such as nylon, polyester, or
The preferred depth of well 219 (i.e., the height of shoulder
the like. As above, it is provided with primary window 12 to
218) will depend on the size of the overall dimensions of
allow access to keyboard 6 and display screen 4 of PDA 2.
housing 211. As an example, for an embodiment designed for
Surrounding the perimeter of window 12 is an elastic band
an iPhone® 3G, well 219 is about 4 mm deep, sufficient to
116 (see FIG. 2A) which keeps main housing 111 secure and 60 accommodate a few cards and/or banknotes as contents 300
snug around PDA 2. On the obverse, panel 121 is attached to
(see FIG. 5) without significantly increasing the overall promain housing 111 to form pocket 120. Panel 121 is sewn or
file of the PDA, and thus maintaining the PDA' s pocket-sized,
otherwise attached as above, i.e., around the majority of the
portable, and personal nature and appeal. If covering 210 is
perimeter of panel 121 at seams 122. Edge 123 is left unatmade from an elastic, pliable material, such as silicone rubtached to allow one to access the interior of pocket 120. If the 65 ber, then well 219 may stretch a bit to accommodate more
fabric chosen is sufficiently slippery, an internal sheet or
cards, currency, etc., as shown in FIG. 5 (note slot 230 bowing
panel such as sheet 24 may not be required. However, to avoid
slightly to accommodate contents 300). If covering 210 is
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made from a hard shell-type material, the material may still be
bottom or one (or both) of the sides. If the material is not soft
a bit resilient (e.g., hard plastic or thin sheet metal), and a
and pliable, like rubber, it is preferred that it at least be
somewhat resilient, in the manner of hard plastic or sheet
resilient hinge may be provided at the top or bottom or sides,
metal. If the top (or bottom) and sides are eliminated, a
as will be described below.
To maximize the convenience of protective wallet covering 5 resilient hinge 217 is formed at the bottom (or top) of the
covering.
210, it is preferred that the user be able to access pocket 220
The invention is not limited to the above description. For
from the outside of covering 210 without removing it from the
example, the primary window is described and shown as
PDA. To that end, a pocket access slot 230 is formed in and
being formed in the front face of the covering. However, the
fully through rear protective face 211B, from external surface
primary window can be made so big as to subsume the entire
211B-1 to external surface 211B-2. Pocket access slot 230 is 10 front, i.e., extend from side to side and from top to bottom,
in communication with well 219, and thus pocket 220, so that
leaving substantially no front surface at all. Also, the figures
a user may grab a card or the like disposed inside pocket 220
show that the outer surface of the rear protective face is flat,
that the exteriors of the first and second portions of the rear
and remove it, or insert a card or the like into pocket 220 via
protective face are coplanar. However, they need not be coplaaccess slot 230. Slot 230 is preferably provided with a finger
the first portion which forms the well may stick out a bit
cut out 232 so as to expose a small portion of the contents and 15 nar;
from the second portion to some extent, as long as the overall
make it easier for the user to obtain a finger purchase on the
profile of the covered PDA remains pocket-sized. Other
contents and remove them from pocket 220.
modifications are also contemplated.
FIGS. 4-5 depict rear protective face 211B as substantially
Having described certain embodiments of the invention, it
covering the PDA and contents, however it does not have to
should be understood that the invention is not limited to the
cover the PDA and contents completely. As mentioned above, 20 above description or the attached exemplary drawings.
Rather, the invention is defined by the claims appearing hereit may be advantageous to make contents 300 at least partially
inbelow and includes any equivalents thereof as would be
visible even while disposed in pocket 220. For example, one
appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art.
may wish to be able to show identification (e.g., a driver's
What is claimed is:
license, a commuting pass, etc.) without removing the iden1. A personal electronic digital assistant device protective
tification from pocket 220.
25
wallet covering, comprising:
As such, as shown in FIG. 6, at least one secondary window
a main housing having an inner housing configuration
may be provided in rear protective surface 211B to enable
dimensioned to fit securely around a personal electronic
contents disposed in pocket 220 to be seen from the outside of
digital assistant device having an outer physical device
covering 210. The secondary window can be of any reasonconfiguration, said main housing including:
able size, depending on the desired function of the window, as 30
a primary window disposed on a front side of said houslong as the window is not so large that contents 300 can fall
ing allowing usable access to a front surface of a
out of the window (assuming the window is an opening, see
personal electronic digital assistant device disposed
below). FIG. 6A depicts secondary window 240 taking up a
in said housing;
fair amount of the area of rear protective face 211B. Window
a rear protective face substantially covering a rear sur240 is sufficiently large to enable someone to see the details of 35
face of the personal electronic digital assistant device
a piece of identification (e.g., a birth date, a month/year expidisposed in said housing, at least a first portion of said
ration of a commuter pass, etc.). Alternatively, it may be
rear protective face being disposed a distance away
desirable simply to have a window that shows that something
from the rear surface of the personal electronic digital
assistant device in said housing so as to form a pocket
is inside the pocket without disclosing many of the details of
between said rear protective face and the personal
the contents. Consequently, a smaller secondary window may 40
electronic digital assistant device with said rear probe provided. For example, as shown in FIG. 6B, secondary
tective face and said device themselves forming said
windows 240' are narrow slits through which the presence or
pocket; and
absence of pocket contents can be detected without revealing
at least one pocket access slot, formed in said rear promuch information about the contents (e.g., it can be evident
tective face in communication with said pocket,
that paper currency is inside pocket 220, but not what denomi- 45
adapted to allow insertion and removal of cards or
nation of currency). FIG. 613 depicts three narrow slots as
paper
currency into and out of said pocket in the
windows 240', however windows 240' could be of any number
manner of a wallet, said slot further comprising a
and any shape, revealing any amount of the contents as
finger cut-out portion adapted to expose a portion of
desired by the manufacturer.
the contents disposed in said pocket and facilitate a
As with the primary window, the secondary window can be 50
user grasping and removing the contents from said
made as an opening or absence of housing material, or it could
pocket.
be a transparent panel or panels formed with the rear protec2. A personal electronic digital assistant device protective
tive face 211B. The former is preferred, as it is easier and less
wallet covering according to claim 1, said rear protective face
expensive to manufacture.
further comprising a second portion disposed substantially in
In connection with FIGS. 4-6, covering 210 includes front 55 contact with, and not said distance away from, the rear surface
face 211A, rear protective face 211B, side faces 211C, and top
of the personal electronic digital assistant device in said housand bottom faces 211D for maximum protection. However, as
ing.
mentioned, one or more of the front, side, top, or bottom faces
3. A personal electronic digital assistant device protective
211A,C, D may be eliminated to save on materials and to
wallet covering according to claim 2, wherein said first pormake it easier to apply and remove the covering from the PDA 60 tion is substantially centrally located on said rear protective
Eliminating one or more of the front, side, top, or bottom
face and said second portion at least partially surrounds said
faces is especially advantageous if the covering is made from
first portion so as to define an inner shoulder around said
a hard shell substantially inelastic material. As shown in FIG.
pocket.
7, covering 210' is substantially similar to covering 210 but
4. A personal electronic digital assistant device protective
has no top face and rather has a top opening 215. Here, the 65 wallet covering according to claim 1, further comprising at
PDA may be slid into covering 210' via top opening 215. Of
least one secondary window formed in said rear protective
course, top opening 215 may be instead provided on the
face.
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5. A personal electronic digital assistant device protective
7. A personal electronic digital assistant device protective
wallet covering according to claim 1, wherein said main
wallet covering according to claim 1, said primary window
comprising a transparent material through which a user can
housing comprises at least one of a pliable and elastic material
access the front surface of the personal electronic digital
or a hard shell made from a substantially rigid inelastic mate5 assistant device in said housing.
rial.
8. A personal electronic digital assistant device protective
6. A personal electronic digital assistant device protective
wallet covering according to claim 1, further comprising a
wallet covering according to claim 1, said primary window
stiff panel secured to an inner surface of said first portion and
comprising an absence of housing material on a front face of
having a smooth surface facing the rear surface of the persaid main housing allowing direct user access to the front io sonal electronic digital assistant device.
surface of the personal electronic digital assistant device in
said housing.
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